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cope for ethical and reverential affections. He gives it the orm of a dialogue between a Conservative and an Inno-rator; but carried their conversation no further than a pre-uding review of the past, exposing the wants which the egenerating system was to satisfy. The Divine element of Christianity consists wholly in its statement of human motherhood, and its consequent care for the physical and noral well-being of the poor : to give effect to this principle s the proper end of all spiritual and temporal power; and or its special embodiment a Church is needed, with a compete organisation of doctrine, ceremonial, and moral code, .dministered by an adequate hierarchy and a supreme head. These fragmentary hints were denied their development by he author's death, at the age of sixty-five. His followers lid something to enlarge them by their expositions; but iere ends this significant episode in Comte's life : hence-Drth, he walks alone.
Comte often adverts with pride, as to a happy crisis in the dstory of his genius, to his discovery, in May, 1822, and mmediate statement in his Plan des Travaux, of a funda-nental law of the human mind, individual and collective, iz. that, f in all the branches of our knowledge, it has to pass uccessively in its progress through three different intellec-ual states : the theological, or fictitious ; the metaphysical, >r abstract; and finally, the scientific, or positive:' the irst, referring phenomena to supernatural beings; the lecond, explaining them by abstractions, neither super-latural nor natural; the third, content to reduce them to jeneral laws without travelling beyond the assembled facts hemselves. He thus had gained, at the age of twenty-four, he key to the history of each science and the succession of 11, and the means of predicting the sequel of such as are aid-way in their career. Whether this law can be uncon-litionally accepted will be considered hereafter. It is cer-ainly thrown, in this early essay, into a form of expression .dmirable for its succinctness and precision, and so prepared or the wide application as a formula which it received in